Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center

Walking Tour

Welcome!
We are a private, independent, Catholic, non-profit,
501(c) 3. We are totally dependent on generous people
who donate and support our efforts.
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center helps lead people
closer to God through:
* Deeper Prayer & Reflection
* Faith-filled Education
* The Sacraments
Everything we do is guided by the Holy Spirit and the
Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary.
Because we are open to the public during the day,
many rooms on this tour are locked. Please come see
someone in the information office. We’d LOVE to
show you some of these special places in person.
Better yet, call us and set up a time to have your own
special guided tour. 513-351-9800

Map of the Building
For your convenience, a map of the building
and grounds appears in the middle pages of
this booklet.
MAIN FLOOR – PAGES 13 AND 14
LOWER LEVEL – PAGE 15
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Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center
(OLHSC) Walking Tour
History
In 1906, Archbishop Moeller considered building new seminary
facilities near Cincinnati. When fourteen acres of land in Norwood
were gifted to the archdiocese, he decided the archbishop’s
residence and the seminary, Mt. St. Mary’s of the West, should be
built at that location.
Construction on the archbishop’s house was started around 1909
by renowned Cincinnati architect Samuel Hanniford, also known
for designing Music Hall, City Hall, and many homes in the
Cincinnati area.
In 1918 construction began on the 180,000 sq. ft. seminary. When
this building was constructed, electricity had not yet come to
Norwood. Construction took 3-4 times longer to complete,
compared to what it would take today.
In 1923, 185 seminarians arrived at the newly finished building.
Seminarians resided here until 1980 after which they were
transferred to what was called St. Gregory’s Seminary in Mt.
Washington (which had been the minor seminary for the
archdiocese.) When the two seminaries were consolidated, the
name of St. Gregory’s was changed to the current Mt. St. Mary’s
of the West. This building in Norwood was then abandoned for
more than a decade.
In the early 1990’s, a Cincinnati Diocesan priest, Father Richard
Wilhelm, was looking for a property to make a retreat center for
his brother priests. Father, a 1943 graduate of the seminary, asked
the archdiocese whether he could purchase that same, now unused,
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seminary. Originally valued in the millions of dollars, through his
persistence, the archdiocese reduced the sale price to $100,000.
To raise the money needed, Fr. Wilhelm mortgaged several
properties and sold an inherited original Wright Brother’s
propeller. Several other priests joined Fr. Wilhelm in this
endeavor.
In 1993, a troop of volunteers, many of whom were from the
priests’ former parishes, began refurbishing the building. The
damage was extensive, and it was a miracle that the right people
came at the right time to meet the needs of the ‘Center.’ It was
through the efforts of these original and subsequent volunteers that
the building was able to be restored.
A few examples of our volunteers’ efforts:
 The cast iron plumbing had frozen and burst because the
water plumbing system had never been drained. The
volunteers knew little about extensive plumbing repair. Out
of the blue, a retired master plumber, Monte, from Toledo,
Ohio travelled here and said he would like to offer his
expertise. All he asked for in return was daily Mass. He
stayed here for a year, fixed many of the plumbing
problems, and even taught plumbing to some of the other
volunteers.
 A gentleman from England came who was an expert in
making molds to repair the plaster rosettes in Holy Rosary
Chapel which had been damaged beyond repair by roof
leaks.
 A professional artist has volunteered countless hours
restoring some of our statuary and paintings and giving us
advice on decorating the rooms in the Center.
 Many professional painters over the years have donated
their time and talent to repainting the entire interior of the
building.
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 A company in Cincinnati regularly donates the time of their
drywall experts to assist us in hanging new drywall.
 Stonemasons have donated their time to build the lower
courtyard grotto and ramp for us.
 Two companies contributed to replacing the leaking
original windows of the Center, both with volunteer time
and window donations.
As you move through the Center, feel free when entering the
chapels, gardens or other areas, to quiet yourself, rest awhile, pray
or meditate.

Main Entrance Area
Things to look for…
1. The Crucifix (double image)
2. Our Lady of Victory Statue
3. Sacred Heart of Jesus Statue
4. St. Joseph Statue
5. The Relics: Our Lady of Victory and St. Joseph
6. St. Anthony Statue
7. Relief of Mary and Child Jesus
8. Image of the Sacred Heart of Mary
9. Image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
10.Two Angel Statues
11.Atrium Statues 1-St. Claire 2-St. Francis of
Assisi
As we enter the building from the front semi-circular driveway, the
layout of the front vestibule area has not changed from its original
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design. The mosaic tile flooring is the original. The ceiling is the
same, though the color has changed many times.

The Crucifix and Rector’s Office
The Crucifix with priestly garments is a unique wood carving with
the Blessed Mother on one side and Christ the High Priest on the
other. Originally this hung over the main altar in the seminary
chapel until the seminary closed. It was then donated to the church
next door (now called Holy Trinity Church). Several years later
that church merged with two other Norwood churches. They were
no longer in need of a main altar crucifix, so they offered to return
it when this building was refurbished. Notice that this cross has the
four Evangelists along the sides. This cross is a surprise to many
priests who graduated from the seminary, since when it hung
above the altar, only a few priests were able to go into the
sanctuary to see the opposite side on which the Coredemptrix
stands. The wrought iron railing and wood framework protecting
the cross is the former communion railing.

Through the door on the left was the rector’s office. His quarters
included a library, office, kitchenette and bedroom. On the right
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side of the foyer there is a door leading to a long hall that extends
to the Sorrowful Mother Chapel. These are currently
administrative offices, though this had been a visitors’ residence
for parents visiting their seminarian sons.

Statues
The statuary in the foyer came from churches that were closed. In
fact, all the paintings and artwork are donations to the Center.
•

•
•
•

Sts. Joseph and Mary came from a priest’s outreach
program in Steubenville. The woman who finished St.
Joseph found a staff from a tree in the woods and placed it
in his hands. She also made the halo and repaired the
fingers. The relics associated with these statues are second
class: pieces of the saints’ clothing.
Sacred Heart of Jesus is a wood carving even though it
doesn’t look like wood. It was brought here from a barn in
Indiana that had stored it from a closed church.
St. Anthony came from a church in Northern Kentucky.
The wall plaque called “Adoration” is from the 17th
century. It was originally marble, and the color was added
after we acquired the plaque which had fallen into
disrepair.
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As you exit the foyer, directly across the main hallway, is the Holy
Rosary Chapel. Above the chapel’s entrance, notice the beautiful
carving of the Blessed Virgin holding the Child Jesus.

Holy Rosary Chapel
Things to look for…
1. Entrance niches-Our Lady of Medjugorje,
Infant Child of Good Health
2. Life-sized statues- St. Theresa of the Little
Flower, St. Rose of Lima, Agony in the Garden
3. Holy Spirit Adoration Chapel
4. Reliquary
5. Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima
6. Holy Spirit Chaplet Hallway
7. Holy Rosary Chapel
Holy Rosary Chapel (HRC) History
When Father Wilhelm initially bought this building, he did not
know how and where to begin renovation. It looked unbelievably
decrepit in the early days. There were millions of dollars of water
damage. In this chapel, much of the ceiling had fallen to the
ground. A week after Fr. Wilhelm moved in here, he was joined by
Father Leroy Smith from Cold Spring, Kentucky where the
Blessed Virgin was allegedly appearing. When Father Smith came,
Our Lady followed. Father Smith’s 100+ person prayer group from
Cold Spring followed him here and were the first volunteers to
refurbish the center.
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When they originally began renovation on this chapel, there was
no heat in the building. People, sitting on portable folding chairs,
brought blankets with them and would bundle up during Mass.
This ornate chapel is called the Holy Rosary Chapel because the
stained-glass windows depict the fifteen mysteries of the original
rosary. There are also depicted 5 doctors of the Church above the
sanctuary. The stained-glass windows were made by one of the
largest stained-glass factories in the world in Germany. It
originally cost just over $6,500 for all of them.
Above the entrance door is a beautiful carving of the Blessed
Virgin holding the Child Jesus. Some think it is the same
woodcarver in Munich, Germany who carved the foyer cross. We
are told, Munich had the largest wood carving factories in the
world.
In the original chapel, all the pews faced each other to chant back
and forth but were taken out when the seminary closed. All the
current pews are from Old St. George church in Corryville, which
closed in the 90’s. These pews are over 100 years old and perhaps
the only pews in the Cincinnati area whose seats lift.
The original ceiling was covered in murals which were painted
over before the seminary closed. The seminarians called it the
Sistine Chapel of Norwood. When Fr. Wilhelm purchased this
building, much of the ceiling in HRC was in pieces on the ground
due to leaks in the roof.
The high altar came from Holy Cross Monastery Church in Mt.
Adams. When the monastery and church were closed, they
auctioned off everything. The altar was too heavy and too
expensive to move so it sat unused for many years. We were told
we could have the high altar IF we could move it. We called on a
man who had previously helped at the center. He cut the altar into
25-30 pieces, cleaned each piece, numbered them, and brought
them here to be reassembled. Eight to ten years later we received
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the smaller low altar from St. Mark’s in Evanston. The angels on
the high altar came from Our Mother of Mercy High School on
Freeman Ave.

The St. Joseph statue was in the basement of a Church in sad
condition, but a lady here in Norwood restored it for us. Our Lady
of Grace on the other side was a gift to Father Smith from his
parishioners when he retired to come here. The crucifix came from
St. Matthew’s in Norwood when it closed, and the statue of St.
Jude was a gift from a parishioner.
The organ was the most expensive article when putting the
seminary together. It originally cost well over $12,000. The pipes
could function, but the original organ does not and is too expensive
to fix. The current organ is newer.

Niches
Looking to the left and right on the back wall of the vestibule, you
see two niches. They housed confessionals in the early days, but
now one holds a small statue of the Infant Child of Good Health
and the other, Our Lady of Medjugorje. Father Leroy Smith made
35 trips to Medjugorje with various groups and the statue of Our
Lady of Medjugorje was a gift to him. Fr. Smith crafted the mosaic
behind the statue.
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Vestibule Statues
The Agony in the Garden was in pieces when we received it. It was
reassembled and had a beautiful stand made for it.
St. Rose of Lima and St. Therese the Little Flower statues have
relics associated. A donor had the Little Flower in her home and
saw it would serve a better purpose where people could see it so
she gave it to the center. St. Rose came from a volunteer who did
much of the carpentry in the early days of the Center. It was
purchased in memory of his wife, Rose. The entrance Angels are
newer and were a gift from a volunteer.

Adoration Chapel (back left of Holy Rosary Chapel)
Two of the center’s donors, Ed Whalen, and Mr. George
Schulhoff, were business associates and were looking for a chapel
to dedicate to the Holy Spirit as they had started the group “The
Apostles of the Holy Spirit.” Their original chapel was downtown
but was torn down to make room for the headquarters of Proctor
&Gamble, a Cincinnati-based consumer goods corporation. When
Ed and George read about Father Wilhelm buying the building,
they called to ask him if there might be space for a Holy Spirit
chapel. They saw the space marked for the chapel and it needed
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repair! The ceiling was on the floor. The electric did not work. The
floor was cork (probably to deaden the sound). The outside wall,
which is marble, was damaged due to moisture from leaks which
had pushed the wall into the room. With a lot of help from
volunteers, it was refurbished and became the Holy Spirit
Adoration Chapel.
Adoration was several days per week in the beginning, but in the
year 2000 it became perpetual. In the first 7 years that we had
perpetual adoration, we had 7 vocations.

Reliquary (front left of Chapel)
On the left side of the altar is an alcove (which used to be a small
side chapel) that now houses the Reliquary. It contains over 50
relics (first or second class) and descriptions of the saints
including: St. John the Baptist, Padre Pio, the twelve apostles and
more.

Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima (front right of Chapel)
This statue was in St. Matthew’s Church. The original donor
bought it for her son who died in WWII. When the church closed,
she asked if she could give it to the Center. Other volunteers went
to Fatima and bought the images of the children and the angel of
Fatima. They also acquired relics of the 2 children. The wooden
frame which encloses the shrine is an old confessional from St.
Xavier Church downtown.
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Chaplet of the Holy Spirit Hallway (hallway directly
south of the Holy Rosary Chapel)
This hallway was designed by the group “The Apostles of the Holy
Spirit.” The paintings depict the actions of the Holy Spirit on
earth. In the monastery of Gethsemane, an artist painted the
images for this hallway on a much larger scale than had been
originally planned. The pamphlet holder at the start of the
paintings contains booklets with the chaplet of the Holy Spirit. In
the main hallway we have the Apostles of the Holy Spirit
literature.
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Turn left, or south, at main hallway.
The Sorrowful Mother Chapel is on
the far right.

Sorrowful Mother Chapel
Things to look for…
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Confessional
Sorrowful Mother Statue
Sacred Heart of Jesus Statue
Seven Sorrows of Mary pictures
Crucifix
Christ the King

History
The Sorrowful Mother Chapel (SMC) used to be a classroom for
the seminarians. Archbishop Pilarczyk, at one time, taught
theology in this room. The back wall was a blackboard.
In the 70’s, with so few seminarians, they changed the room to a
conference room with 6 small meeting rooms. The drop ceiling
and carpet was installed which is how it was when Father Wilhelm
bought it.
The volunteers chose this room to transform into a small chapel
where they could have Mass with fewer people. It would have
taken months to renovate but one of the older volunteers who
owned a construction company with his son offered 6 of his men
that needed work and whom he did not want to lay off. The next
day they began to disassemble the room which took about a week.
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The floor had to be sanded and adhesive removed which was
accomplished by women volunteers on their knees with scrapers.
The church lights came from an architect who had done work at St.
Xavier Church downtown on Sycamore while they were
remodeling.
Most of the pews came from a church that had been closed since
the 50’s. They were very dark in color with 100 coats of varnish.
A donor who refurbished antique furniture dipped them in his tank
to clean them up for us.
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Confessional
The confessional was part of a set which came from St. Xavier
Church downtown. When the church was refurbished, the
confessionals were disassembled and were stored at the Verdin
Bell Company. Upon investigation, they quoted us a price, but it
was too expensive. A few weeks later they called and told us to
come and retrieve them. The company had gotten into the theme
park business and no longer wanted them. The light wood is the
original tone, but their color was almost black with multiple coats
of varnish. They had to be disassembled to refinish them. A man
in charge of taking out the shelves from the confessionals
wondered why they were so heavy. Upon turning them upside
down, there were found about 100 pieces of gum on the bottom of
each shelf!

Sorrowful Mother Statue
This statue came from a church that was closed in Indiana. After
being in a barn for a few years, the owner brought it here. Carved
in Cincinnati by a German woodcarver in the 19th century, it had to
be sanded down to its original wood and restored by a local
artist. It is made of 3 pieces of wood. The artist matched the
original colors. The chapel is named in honor of this statue.

Sacred Heart of Jesus Statue
This fiberglass statue was given to the Center by a friend of Father
Smith as a gift for his coming here.

Seven Sorrows pictures
The side walls depict the Seven Sorrows of the Blessed
Mother. They were given to us in 8.5 x 10 pictures with the same
muted colors. A photographer enlarged them and a lady from
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Hyde Park Framers took on the job of framing these. She put a
clear lacquer coat which made them look like paintings.

Stained glass windows
The two stained glass windows also represent the Seven Sorrows
with the 7 daggers. They were done by a woman in her 70’s who
had worked with stained glass in her youth.

Crucifix
One volunteer made the wooden cross, but the corpus was
purchased by volunteers. It was very plain with no blood except
for a bit on the hands and feet. A mailman who did work for us
asked to repaint it. He took a shoestring, soaked it in red paint and
whipped the statue so it looked like the scourging.

Christ the King
This wall plaque came from Notre Dame Academy in KY. It hung
for many years in the gym until the girls started playing basketball,
at which time it had to be removed.

Hallways
Things to look for…
1.
2.
3.
4.

Library
Garden entrances
History of the Church timeline
Father Smith Hall
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5.
6.
7.
8.

Gift shop
Stations of the Cross hallway
Ave Maria Hall
Divine Mercy Room

As you exit the Sorrowful Mother Chapel, at the corner of the two
hallways is Blessed Holy Water and Holy Water from Our Lady’s
farm. Now, follow the hallway opposite the Sorrowful mother
chapel.

Library
As you enter the library, you see the statue of St. Elizabeth of
Hungary which came from St. Elizabeth Church in Norwood
before it merged with Holy Trinity. It was completely painted
white. On the right are 1st and 2nd class relics, a picture and history
of her life.
This was the original library until the 50’s when it was
enlarged. Hundreds of people have donated books related to our
Catholic Faith to the library. Anyone can take advantage of these
great resources. We are equipped with four internet stations that
are for library patrons’ use.
Notice on the top shelf left of the entrance that we have a
collection of various Marian images. They were a gift from a
collector who passed away; his wife said he wanted other people to
see them.

Upper Courtyard – Garden of Joy and Happiness
There are two internal gardens, and both had not been cared for in
almost 13 years. Vines had grown, covering the walls. Each was a
large weed patch. A group from Dayton, OH came weekly for
over a year to care for the gardens. The cement walkways were
added to enhance the beauty of the gardens. All the cement had to
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be carted by wheelbarrow as this garden has no communication
with the outside. Volunteers have spent numerous hours replanting
both gardens and every tree now growing was planted after we
began our landscaping. Feel free to enter this quiet space, rest
awhile, pray, and meditate.

Paintings of the History of the Church up to the 20th
century
These paintings in the main hallway were painted in Kentucky in
the year 2000 and purchased by a priest from St. Gertrude. When
the priory no longer had room for them, they were donated to us.
They depict some of the main events of Church history through the
centuries.

Father Smith Hall
In the 50’s, they enlarged the library to include what is now Father
Smith Hall. The side door in the hallway permitted access to the
old library. These are the original ceiling and floors. This library
addition also had a balcony which contained more books. There is
another room the size of Fr. Smith Hall below. In the 50’s that was
the archives for the archdiocese. One room was temperature
controlled to store 100-year-old manuscripts. When we bought the
building, this hall was renovated to be able to use it as a large
group meeting space for conferences and celebrations. An elevator
to the archives had to be eliminated. This room is named for the
first president of OLHSC. The statue of St. Joseph was given to us
by the wife of a man who had died. But Jesus’ hand was missing.
We were in a quandary as to how to replace it due to its small
size. A company called the Doll Factory was found and a week
later they had fashioned a hand.
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The Bookstore and Gift Shop
The gift shop had been a store from the beginning. In the early
seminary days, it was part of a little store for shaving cream,
toothpaste, pop, candy bars, etc. Now, the shop stocks various
catholic items for sale. When it’s open, feel free to check out its
inventory.

The Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary tables
Across and slightly down the hall, portraits of Jesus and Mary are
available to grace your home or workplace.

Gymnasium
At the end of the hall and down the steps is a gymnasium. The
seminarians would play basketball or just run around the gym. In
addition, for recreation they had a baseball field, a handball court,
a bowling alley, and a shooting range. Note the large portrait of
Mary opposite the gymnasium’s entrance.

Stations of the Cross Hallway
These beautiful stations came from Old St. George Church in
Corryville when it closed. A donor bought them and donated these
treasures. They were cast in Germany. We are told by members
of Old St. George that there were only 6 of these sets cast. The
shelves came with them. They are very heavy so to place the
statues, we had to take out a wall and fill it with concrete. They
were originally in Technicolor, but over the years, the paint peeled,
and they were repainted this taupe color. Someday we would like
to find a donor to restore them to their former colors.
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Ave Maria Hall
This room used to be the sacristy for the Holy Rosary Chapel. It
was large to accommodate the dressers needed to vest so many
priests here. There were false walls dividing the room to
accommodate vesting areas and which contained “practice altars”
at which the seminarians learned to pray the Mass.
The icons were all obtained from Monastery Icons who employ
artists from the U.S.A. as well as around the world to “write” the
icons. The stage was crafted by our volunteer woodworkers as was
the carving on the front of the lectern.
In 2020 a classic image of Mary and Jesus, L’Innocence, was
hand- painted on the side wall by local muralist, Dave Rickerd. If
you look carefully, you might just find a few images within the
mural; an outline of the front of the Center, the bell tower, and the
Eucharist.
Now turn 180o and retrace your steps back
to the Holy Rosary Chapel and explore
a few more rooms down that hallway.
As you have paced the hallway, you may have noticed the many
ceramic mosaics that adorn its walls. For example, view the
mosaic of Christ the High King at the end of the hallway. This
example and others were done by Father Smith. He clipped and
shaped each tile by hand. He was quite a talented artist completing
these without a real template. This hobby was his recreation.
Near the hallway windows across from the Divine Mercy room,
hangs an image of the Blessed Mother. This needlework was a gift
of an architect’s wife whose grandmother worked on this while a
student at Oldenburg Academy in Indiana, around the year 1880.
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Your view from the windows reveals our 2nd garden below, The
Holy Family Garden. We’ll go there after a few more stops.

Divine Mercy Room
Here we have a painting of the Divine Mercy image that was done
in Poland by an artist who paints the Divine Mercy pictures. There
is also a relic of Saint Faustina. The history of Divine Mercy
Devotion is on the back of the painting. This room was put
together in honor of the founder of the Apostles of the Holy
Spirit. The crucifix came from St. Martin de Tours. It arrived in
bad condition because they used to hang it outside in the
spring. Our carpenter cleaned and restored it.

Hallway Mosaic
Notice another of Fr. Smith’s large mosaics at the end of the
hallway. Turn right at the mosaic and head down that hall.

Hispanic Ministries
In the Seminary days this area was part of a stage attached to a
large theatre where they would show movies. This part of the
building collapsed in 1993. The local Catholic radio station, Sacred
Heart Radio, occupied the space from 2002 until they moved out in
2020 and the Hispanic Ministries took its place.
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Around the next corner to the left you’ll find St. Joseph Room.

St. Joseph Room
In the Seminary days, the nuns living at the Center would use the
room to provide the priests and seminarians fresh linens. This
space is now reserved for meetings. The Stations of the Cross
came from Hamilton Mercy Hospital which had closed many years
ago. They were in the chapel of the hospital when it closed, then
given to the Hamilton Historical Society. These stations were
moved several times. In the moves, some were destroyed so we
only have 12 of the 14 originals, which are scattered throughout
the building.
Head back towards the main entrance
and take the steps or elevator to the ground floor.

Ground floor
The Dining Hall (Guadalupe Hall)
This had been a recreation and billiard room for the seminarians.
The actual kitchen was around the corner past the Crucifixion
scene and had to be large enough to cook 3 meals per day for over
300 men in the 1950’s. Early on, many kitchen staff and
maintenance staff stayed here at the seminary to provide support
24 hours a day since public transportation was not reliable. Notice
the large image of Our Lady of Guadalupe at the end of the Hall.

The Crucifixion Scene
This reveals a cross which was from Sacred Heart Church in Camp
Washington. The other statues came from other sources, but all
were refurbished in 2013 by a talented local artist volunteer.
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Lower Courtyard -- Holy Family Garden
This garden was a weed patch when it was purchased, however,
the central concrete area was present from the seminary days. With
the help of volunteers, the brick work at the entrance was added so
that we might have a gathering spot in nice weather. The grotto is a
gift from a volunteer in memory of her husband who was an
American Indian with a devotion to the Blessed Mother. The statue
itself was hand painted in a barn to the specifications requested in a
personal revelation. Again, a company offered the services of their
employees to create the stone grotto.
The Memorial Crosses of Sorrow and Healing was the idea of a
volunteer who read about the Hill of Crosses in Siaulia, Lithuania
(which was visited by Pope John Paul II in 1993.) This hill
contains thousands of crosses placed in memory of Lithuanians
who perished due to war. Our crosses are constructed of leftover
steel beams from an old elevator that was removed from Fr. Smith
Hall. The crosses are meant to be a permanent memorial for those
for whom crosses are placed – those of our loved ones who have
died, those perished unborn souls, children who have died, and for
suffering families.

Thank you for taking time from your day to visit Our Lady of the
Holy Spirit Center. We hope you found some spiritual renewal
while at Our Lady’s retreat house. Our prayers are with you
today and in the days to come. More information about Our
Lady of the Holy Spirit Center may be found at: www.olhsc.org

The Center would not exist without the
generosity of people like you.
Join us in our mission to help bring others closer
to Our Lord and Our Lady. Please, consider
donating to support our efforts.
Donate securely online at:

olhsc.org
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Retreat Center
5440 Moeller Ave.
Norwood, OH 45212
513-351-9800
Tax ID# 65-0176544

